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PIANOKOKTIIS. I'lti. V\S. «U

A*~"~N ASSuitl'MKN r OF riiOOKD taiXO SI'KINW vY
Orand, Square aud Upri|(ht Pianos. ftuiuu of them

nearly new; alto for sale cheap, sec out! hand Pianos auil
Parlor Organs of other makers. Kewar« o! bogus instrumeatarepresented aa tfeuuiue Stein way Piauot at auction
and private sale, and advertised aa a decoy in these aud
titer colu iuii

STEIN WAY Jt SONS. Steluway 11*11. New York.

A" -FINK A8SORTM t NT 7>F jfirst class Pianofortes.
HAINES BROTHERS.

124 otli a*.
For nale on very reasonable tortus.

A" .FOR REST. UPltKillT. VyL'ARE AND UKAXD
.l'iituos of our own inuku; also lor sale or rout, a u muterof tine socoud luiud l'lauoa lli perfect order.

WM. KNABE Jt CO.. 11J Mil av.. above 15th »t.

AmiNWAY* PiANoT" *IUV-MAUNIFIlENT
octave four round cornered rosewood \V Indoor Pianoforte,fully guaranteed, used six woulhs. cost $1.0(10. for

$2>J0; Stool, Cover, Cabinet; also eutire Household Furni
lure. Call private residence 120 West -'3d >t.

A .PIANUFORTE; KAKK CHANCE; PRIVATE FAM
ily going abroad will sell elegant carved four rouud

Kteiuway Piano at a sacrifice, with all Improvements, new
laat May, cost $lKiO, for $'.'0i> Immediate cash; Stool,
Cover, Music Cabinet; ('bickering Upright, fliKi; referenceaud satisfaction given. N. B..Box for shipping.
Call, private resldeuce No. 72 Weal 10th St.. between 3th
aud nth avs.

\ .$125.BEAUTIFUL UPRIGHT OR JSQUARE Pi"-
. V .anoiorto, almost new; awtm opwu uvcu

Intra. GOLDSMITH'S. W Bloockor at., near Bowery.
T OL VRlElt * SUNS', 44 WEST 14TH 8T.NEW
null aecond hand Upilffht 1'ianu* (or sale on iuataltuotitaor to rout; ruaaouable uricoa. Upon evenings.

A GREAT OKKElt FOR HOLIDAYS.SPLENDID
Organs. $3.">. $45. $"«0,85.">. $tJ5, $70 upward; 7 octave

Puuot, #1lft. #13(1, $135; 7% ilo., $14<i, $150 upward: warranted;monthly inataliueiita received; Inatruuiunts to
rout, tuiiod and repaired. HORACE WATERS. S2t3
Broauway. coruor 12iu st. Odou evenings.
A "VlNB cremoka violin (stein er). 201) years

_A.olil, lu excellent condition; also a gouuine'l'oedt Bow
(or aalo at a aacritice.
Can be noon tor a few days only at R. LE KEVRE'S

music atoro, East 13th st.

A BEAUTIFUL ROMEWOOD SEVEN OCTAVEI'IANOforto,$i>o stool. Residence 22t> East 30th St., near
fcd nr.

BILLINGS A CO. ARB OFFERING THEIR SUPERB
Pianos during tlio holiday* ut extraordinarily low

? rites; Pianos to runt and on instalments from $4 up;
Irgana from $2 ; Mason 1 llamlin doublo rood Organs. $35;
now Bay Stale Organs, $3t> 50, cash. and upwards; second
hand pianoa ut all prices. BILLINGS <k CO., Pianos rnuintacturera,21 East 14th at.

Bargains..nan os! $75, $100; inew squares
and uprights for ront, $5, $ii; graud, $7; Organs, $ti0;

five atopa. $15; elegant caae. $ *->
gordon jk son. 18 East 14th at.

ABGAINS..DIAMONDS, 3 TO 12 CARATS, RARE
1,'iimi, elegantly mounted. $50 to $2,500; Diamond*,

Watehoa, Valuabioa bought, sold, exchanged.
J. 11. BARRINGER. 35 Union square.

ilICK.KRI.NG GRAN 1) SQUAUK PIANO..HANIT
aomo Christmas present; private family selling. Call

till Weat 21at at.

ITIOR LESS THAN $100-7 OCTAVE R08EW00D
' round cornered 1'ianoforto. celebrated city maker, includingStool. 11HJ 2d av., noar 12th at.

MAGNIFICENT 7H OCTAVE 0IIICtERING DOUBLE
round Pianoforte, $125; alao Steinway; rare bargains.

UURDON'Ji. 111 Clinton place

PALACE ORGANS..A KINK ASSORTMENT OF
tlieso celebrated Organs at factory prlcoa. Stock Piauo

Rooma, 11 Eaat 14th at.

KAYEN (LATE RAVEN & BACON). SPECIAL UOUdaybargains; Upright and Square Pianoa, alao second
hand. 13 Eaat lBtb at.

SECOND HAND PIANOS AND ORGANS. ALL MAKES,
bought, sold, takon on aule; positive bargains offered;

Pianos to rent, also tuned and repaired. MAXWELL'S, S3
Eaat 13th st. rear of Wallack's. Open evenings.

The""mason"it" hamlin organ company,
JK VICT 1.1T11 UT ,I'ni.... ., .\

offer the largest assortment in the city of tlie BEST CABINETOK PARLOR ORGANS IN THE WOULD; winners
ot highest distinction ut EVERY WORLD'S PAIR FOR
THIRTEEN YEARS. I'ricos. $54. $tW, $7H. $84. $!»0 to
$500 and n^war<l. Also, for easy payments. $5 a month for
11! month*, or $U 75 a quarter for lo quarters and upward.

THV.mathushkk piano manufacturing COMPANY*have on exhibition at their now wirerooms No.
23 East 14th St., for sale or to rent, the FINEST und
handsomest stock ot Piauoe in new designs und
styles of cases to be found in the city. A tow Pianos
altghtly uHod very low. Instalment tales a specialty.

.PINE DUNHAM PIANOFORTE; PAILLOR^pUlJ.Organ, $30; r.vnts, $Un $5. RIDDLE'S. 13 Wav
rleyplaco, near Broadway.

HOLIDAY PRJKSKNTS^
A.FINE WORKBOXES AND WRITING DESKS;

half price of elsewhere.
PullS 1'ER'S Manufactory. MS Maiden lane.

LL KINDS OP FANCY WRITING DESKS AT LOWestprices. JOHN J. REILLY, 65 Nassau St.

Brass open fireplaces, large and elegant
stock of brass Fenders. Andirons, Firo Sets, Coal Hods,

bellows, Ac., of antlquo and modern designs, suitable for
holiday presents, retailing at wholesale prlcos until January1, lMSO. J. S. CUNOVER .V C0.3UU und 3»i8 Canal ut.

OLIDAY PRESENTS..DIAMOND EARRINGS, £»
to $500; Rings, $10 to $300: Studs, $tt to $2LXJ; Crosses,

(275 to $550; Neckchainx. $15 to $50; Lockets, $3 to $100;
gold Watches, $15 to $200; silver Watches, $5 to $3l>;
Bracelets, $10 to $100; gold and coral Sets. $lO^to$lu0;Cameo Rings, $0 to $20. UNDO BROS., 1,207 Broadway.

IMPORTED CANARY BIRDS, BRASS CAGES," AC
Choicest stngers in the city.

Stock of Parlor Desks. Easy Chairs, Sleighs, Kobe*.
Blankets. Whins, Bulls, Furniture,Ac.

EDWARD SCIIENCK, (old stand; 5rtIJborty st.

proposals.
CJIALKD PROPOSALS WI'LL BK RBCBUVEDBY TUE
OTrutless of the Now York and Brooklyn Bridge at their
office. 21 Water St.. Brooklyn, until 12 M. of Monday. January12, l!W0, for the manufacture and delivery of about
1.1 zS.000 feet, bourd measure, ot Southern Yellow Pine
and about 270,000 feet, board measure, of white Oak.
Specifications may bo had upon application at the offioe
f the trustees.

W. A. BOEBLINQ. Chief Engiaeer.
storage.

Attractive Storage. iotMis east 44tu~St.',for carnuirotj, ira^o, furniture, Ac. Plastered compartment*,thoroughly voutiiutid. Kxprot»a*ge, packing,moving,ttjttiftfactorily executed.
(I'liv11«i.v uimTHPHs

THK UAKCJEK WAREHOUSE. 8TH AV.~, KROM S3D
to U4tU iL, olflco 300 Went U4lh at..Storage for furniture,piauoa, baggaue >i'"l goods "t ovory Oescriptiou at

lowest rstea; shipping, boxing and packiuir.
1(1') 1UG. 107 WEST 331) 8T..EAOLE 8TORAUB
lUO.Waroliouiea; scrupulously clean; moderate
charges; liupruyu'i elevator; ("advanco"")

TEACH KKS* SALAlilES.

REFUSAL or MAYOR COOPER TO 8ION THE

WA HIULNT8 FOB THEIR PAYMENT UNTIL TODAY.
A controversy baa arisen between Mayor Cooper

and the Comptroller relative to ttie payment of
school teachers' salaries for the present month,
Which may result In depriving those officials of
fands for tho holiday season. In this city there are

about throe thousand five hundred teachers on

tho payrolls. Koch year tboy receive a vacation
from December 24 (ChriHtmas Eve) until the first
Monday in Jiuiuary. 'lhe annual custom has been
to pay thum their December salaries on the tilth Inst.,
so that they may bo provided with money a little in
advance of the usual ume or payment. Yesterdaythe payrolls of the teucbcrs wcro returned
to tbe Comptroller's office with a communication
from Mayor Cooper, in which ho nays that he returns
the rolls without signature, a* the service covered by
them has not yet been fully performed. Tbe Mayor
ays:."As no service is required from school employesduring tbe month of Decomber after tbe '24th

inst. I think that |>ayrolls for that mouth can
properly be certified on or attor that date."
The Comptroller sent back the payrolls to the

Board of Education yesterday afternoon, with a
letter to President Wood, enclosing a copy of the
Mayor's letter aud rehearsing the points made by
him. This letter concludes as follows:."For tho

Furpose of complying with the wishes of the Mayor
return the payrolls to yonr Hoard, that they may

be recertified alter all the service required has been
performed. Ot course, tho delay caused by this renewedcertification will prevent the payment of tho
salaries of the teachers until ai'tor Christmas."

If tbe payrolls come bsck to-day the Mayor of
courso will sign them. Previous to tho above correspondencethe Mayor directed that tho following
hould be transmitted:.

Mavoh's Orncx. Nkw Yoiut, Dec. 15.1879.
Alex. S, Wksb, £ <!-, 1'reaitleut College "( tho City of New
York:.
Bis.The Mayor directa roe to acknowledge the roeeipt of

your letter of tho Ilitli luat., and to asy thst he snoa no
objection to countetaignlnir the warrants for payment of
liialructora and employe* of the College for I>«combor on
or aftrr tho 24th mat., but that Locanuot couuteralgil thorn
before that dale.
Tbe principle la that s certificate that a aervlce haa been

performed during s certain tjeriod cannot be given until
the laat day of aervlce in that period. Aa tbe service ef
eoliCKe lint meter- and employe* for tbe month of Dneouiberterminate* it, n a Mftlfteatton of a payrollmade before that date vosld be matnfoatlv Inenrroet.

v/io . . i,.ii -. t.... .

SALE i,It ADOPTION.
A somewhat singular habeas corpus proceeding

«m brought before Judge V»n Vorst, In Hupreme
Court, Chambers, jretttrliy. '1 he nabaiui corpus
writ* were procured by Mr. Jameii C. Hheat, lawyer'sclerk, ami were directed to Annie llrady Sheat,
Thomas W. Canton and Husan Canton, commanding
him to produce In Court the body of lilauche llrady
Hheat, a littlo child, about throe years of ago. It is
charged by the petitioner that Anuie llrady Hheat,
with whom he had been living lor four years previousto February last in the relation of husband,
went to tho house of the child's nurse on Saturday
Telling and, under the pretext of buying it a doii,
took the uulld away ami left It at the house of
lir. Canton, in Kant Fourteenth street, by »hoiu it
la now detained. I ho story of Mr. Mhont Is somewhatpeculiar, lie says that noiuo months a«o be
had a quarrel with his reputed wile, who subsequentlytried to induce him to dispose of tho child
tor the purpose of adoption. Mr. Mlieat persistently
refused all such overtures, and, to iiisurc the sufoly
of the child, took It away from his houxe and lett it
wltn an old nurse, to whom It lia>< become very
much attached. When the matter came before the
Court Mr. an I Mrs. Canton uppeured personally and
luado return by stating that they had no knowledge
of the whereabouts of the child, aud were astonished
at the charge preferred against them. Mr. Oedney,
as counsel for Mr. Sbeat, at once prepared a travorse
to thia return, in which it was stated that the child
was taken awuy from the nurse for the purpoae of
salo, and that negotiations lor that object were actnallyponding. Upon the suggestions ut counsel the
farther hearing was adjourned until ttaturday.

NEW" YORK

1 WILL HIE LAW cFtilANGED ?
anRepublican Attiluda Regarding the Choice of
Presidential Eiecbrs.

44RETALIATION NOT RIGHT."

Democrats Confident thut a Change Would
Improve Their Prospects.

The change in the law relating to the method of
choosing Presidential electors which, it is said, is

contemplated by the republican leaders who will
control the Legislature uext year, is still exciting a

uood deal of discussion. The publication of the
alleged plans of tho republicans iu tho matter, howover,bad, it is claimed, the almost immediate etfcct
of squelching the movement, hut tlio proposition
has again assumed more deflnito proportions on accountof the action of the democruts in Maine. Indeed,it may be Baid, after a very careful canvassamong membors of tho Legislature of
all shades of political oi>inion, that there
is a widespread feeling that a meosuro lookingto tho repeal of tho present laws relating
to the choosing of representatives in the Electoral
College from this State will be introduced in both
tho Senato and Assembly. "Of course," as a very
prominent republican from one of tho interior
counties said to a Ueuai.d roportor yesterday,
"there will bo no difficulty in passing such a bill if
it is mado a party measure. Tho majority in both
houses is too overwhelming to admit of any doubt
on this point. I must really say that, in my opinion,the republicans have beon given quite sufficient
cause to inaugurate such a movement. The Maine
democrats havo actod in Bach an equivocal 0iauner
as to leave the republicans of this Stato perfect libetyof action so long as a semblance of legality is

kept up. While gaining control, perhaps, of tho
vote of Maine, the democratic managers havo virtuallyRiven up, without ft struggle, tho electoral
votes of New York State."
The attitude assumed by this gentleman, who has

long occupicd ft position iu tho Legislature and was

for two years a recognized leader, is generally tho
one taken by most republicans. In fact, it may be
stated that in nearly every instance where there was
at first a disposition to condemn the proposition
there is now a strong fooling In favor of the proposed
cbango in tho law. This chuuge in sentiment is the
more noticeable because those wno altered their
opinions have long been identihod with what is
known as the "machine" element of the republican
organization. The gentlomon who boast of their independencefrom party leader thraldom are tho only
ones who seem to opposo the new measure. As will
bo seeu by tho following interviews tho interest in
tho subject is still very great:.

am OUTILUil'.OUS political 1'kal'd.
Ex-Senator James W. Gerard said:."it would bo

ono of the most outrageous political frauds over
perpetrated, and would rocoil upon any persous tryingto carry it out."
"Why do yon consider it a fraud if there is a constitutionaland legal right to mako the change?"
"Simply because the present Legislature wus olectcd

by the people with regard to existing methods of
political action and machinery, to be legislators
simply and not Presidential electors, and for
that body now to grusp new and unusual
powers not contomplatod when they wore voted lor
would be worso than anything heretofore attempted,
done or chronicled in our dirty political annals. It
would be a piece of political fraud and robbery of
popular rights that would surprise and alarm and
tend not only to discredit republican institutions,
but to take away all faith in tho decent and honest
administration of modern free government by any
person or party."

Scnator-elcct Charles Fowlor, of Ulster county,
said th«t he had not heard any intimation of an intentionto change the method of choosing Presidentialelectors from members of tho incoming S«nntp
ami he bad conversed with u good many. Ho Lad
"too good an opinion" of the Senators he had mot
to believe that they would spring a thing of this
kind at such a time. Ue believed they were men
who thought more of the peoplo than of party. If
It had been made an ii;sQo in tho last campaign it
would be a different thing.
Colonel John R. Fellows said:."I don't believo

tho Legislature will attempt anything of the kind. I
think as a party measure it would bo au advantageousthing for the democratic party; for, while
they might succeed in securing a certain number of
electoral votes if they should adopt the plan of
choosing electors by Congressional districts, tho
feeling of indignation aroused among tho people in
consequence would destroy tho republican party in
this State as an organization for some time to come,
at least. A curious feature of this contempluted
plan ia that no republican who advocate* it has as
vet put hi8 advocacy of it on tho grounds of right,
justice or even necessity, but solely us a retaliatory
measure because the democratic party, they say. has
perp«tratod a wrong in Maine, ilut wbel her the republicanparty perpetrates a fraud in Louisiana or
the democratic party in Maino I don't believe tho
people of Now York State will submit to partisan or
unfair measures merely in retaliation for wrongscommitted in other States."

"Tllie l'KUPLK WILL UIKE IS TfTKIR SnflHT."
Justice Timothy Campbell said:."I don't believe

the republicans will attempt it, although thoy have
the power. If they do the peoplo will rise in their
might. The scheme savors too much of imperialism,and that the people of Now York Stato will not
stand. It tho plan ot choosing electors ia changed
it will have the effect of making two-thirds ot the
Congressional districts go democratic as a rebuke to
the attempt to subvert the liberties of the peoplo."
Commissioner Jacob llesa had not heard the

firoposition canvassed among the local republican
coders at all, and did not think tho timo was ripe
for a chaute.
Kx-Assemblyman Elbert Floyd-Jones did not

think the republican* would daro attempt to carry
out tiie scheme, although it they got iu a tight place
they dare do anything.
Ex-Congressman John U. Meade.said:."I don't

believe the republicans contemplate anything of tho
sort. Their leaders have not beou remarkable for
doing foolish things during the past few years, and
the timo is not opportune for thorn to begin now.
If some such absurd thing were to be dono I should
expoct that some other party 1 might name, but will
not, would be its author. Further comment ia unnecessary."

DKJIOCBATIC VIEWS.
Ex-Judgo Nelson J. Waterbury, ex-Senator John

Fox and ex-Senator Hugh U. Moore, all of theui
prominent democrats, aro of opinion that if tho
republicans carry out their plan to alter or amend
the present law tho democratic party will bo the
gainer in the cud. The uoople, in tne opinion of
these gentlemen, would not stutid by tamely and see
such a course pursued without showing what they
thought of those who wero at tho bottom of it.
Ex-Aldormau Harney lilglin, the republican districtleader, said to a iltUAi.K reporter that ho

thought it was proinature to talk ot the subjoct at
present. The matter was not our, any wuy. that
was a fit subject for discussion by practical politicians,and ho therefore preferred to suv nothing at
ail about tho proposition. Mr. Heury C. Mjt,also a prominent republican, colncid<xl with Mr.
lhglin that it wus yet too early to say what would bo
dono by tho Legislature in reforonce to chauglng tho
motliod nf choosing Presidential doctor*.
Senator I'icrce, ot Kings, said that he had boon so

occupied that he had not been able to consider tho
subject iu all its bearings. He thought, however,
that aside from tho great wrong it would inlllct
upon the people of tho State if the scheme wero
consummated the republican loaders were too ahrowtl
to adopt any measures which would endaugur tho
future hopes or existence of their organization. Tho
discussion wus a little premature, ho thought, but
as the republicans had the power, aud If they did
change tho method of choosing doctors they
would violate no legal or constitutional right. It
was at present simply a question of policy to dccldo
whether thoy would uso their power to accomplish
that end or not.
Senator-elect William D. Woodln, of Auburn, tho

rccngnized republican leader in tho Senate, was
found at his rooms in tho Metropolitan Hotel lu
company with Senator Forster, of Now York. Ho
declared that he hud been so onurossed with private
mutters Dilicn election that bo hud not been ublo to
give a moment's thought to public attaint. Tho only
Senator lie hud h.vl any communication with In any
wuy wan Senator Forster, and liu had absolutely 110
Information whatever lu regard to what meuaurufl or

legislation wan contemplated.
Axscrihiyman-elect Michael J. Dougherty, of the

Fifteenth district, Raid tnal he, 111 common with all
democrat!*, thought that tlio changing of a law at this
time, the effect of which would be to practically disfranchisethe dominant party in this fttate, whh a
crime he did not think tho republicans would dara
to commit, oven It tho Pmidtucy of the United
States whr the reward. If tho traud was committed
it would only recoil on the perpetrators and utterly
rulu the republican party om an organization in this
Slate.

Dit. GOULD'S WILL.
The will of Dr. James lirawster Gould, at one timo

a prominent physician of this city, was filed yuster-
day in tho Surrogate's office. Tho dticeaaed gives all
his property, real and personal, to Ills executors In
trust. First he directs that the house now occupied
as an Industrial school at Via Magenta, Home, Italy,
recently purchased by hliu, Khali, alter being
discharged from all liens, be conveyed to tho
ti'UHteea of the school now using the building
or to tho society formed or to be format)
for carrying on a school to be used perpetually
as a home and evangelical unseaturiau ImiuHtrial
nnliool for Italian children in memory of his wife
Ktnliy. Her life, as, the testator says, "was devoted
to its success." Incase the title to the property

HERALD, WIWESDAY,
should fail the executors are authorized to set aside
S'j.'i.imj tor tliu above purpose. All the reat and residueot liis estate ho gives to bis next of kill. Dr.
Gould usuen a» hia executora Dr. Cornelius W. Aguet»-and Latimer lfailey, and tella theru that they
will tiud memoranda of hia property deposited with
Drexel, Morgan A; Co. and the Mercantile Safe DepositCompany.

THE COURTS.

SL'MMAUX or LAW CASKS.
Notes of issue for the permanent admiralty calendarof the United States District Court for the yoar

lHnO must be filed in the Clerk's office on or beforo
Friday, December 'JO, 1870.
A youth named James Kerrigan, charged with

striking Edward Leuthy, of No. 602 West Thirtyninthstreet, on the ltith inst.. on the face because
the latter refused to Join in a strike in which hia
companions were engaged in their place of business,
pleadjd guilty yesterday, and Judge Uildersleeve
sent him to the City Prison for one month.
Charles Wakefield and James Lynch, charged with

violating the Excise law, pleaded guilty in the Court
of (ieneral Sessions yesterday. The latter was lined
$150 and the former $25. The fines were paid and
Judge Uildersleeve administered a wholesome warningagainst a repetition of the offence.

Kobort May, the butler of Mrs. Cathcrino M.
Jones, of No. 707 Fifth avenue, who forged her
unnin to a cheek and then ran iiwav toWuhiiminn
where ho was afterward capturod and brought to
this city, pleadod guilty yesterday in tho Court of
General Sessions, and Judge Gildersleeve aunt him
to Stato Prison for Ave yearn.
Martin Daly and James Taylor, who committed

two burglaries, one at No. 334 Water street, where
the thieves carried off a showcase, a stove and other
articles, and the other at the promises of Ann Gibson,No. (V.) James street, from which wearing apparelvalued at $22 waa stolen, wore arraigned in
the Court of General Sessions yesterday. Daly
admitted his guilt and was sent to the State Prison
for three years. Taylor was remanded for trial.

COUttT CALENDARS THIS DAY.
Supreme Court.Cuamijers.Held by Judge Van

Vorst..Court opens at half-past ten A. M. Calendarcalled at oloven A. M..Nos. 202, C, 48, 02. 105,
108. 1011, 110, 111, 112, 113, laS, 141, 142, 143. 222, 22S.
220, 251. 254. 257, 200, 200. 207, 208. 201).
Supreme Court.General Term..Adjourned untilDecember 30.
Supreme Couut.Special Term..Adjourned for

the term.
Supreme Coukt.Circuit.Part 1.Hold by Judge

Van Brunt..Court opens at half-past ten A. M. No
day calendar. Parts 2 and 3..Adjourned for tho
term.
Superior Court.General Term..Adjourned sine

die.
Superior Court.Special. Term.Held by Judge

Speir..Court opens at ten A. M. No day calendar.
Superior Court.Trial Term.Parts 1 and 3..

Adjourned for the term. Part 2..No calendar.
Common Pleas.General Term..Adjourned until

the tlrst Monday of January.
Common Pleas.Special, Tei:m.Held by Judge Van

Hocson..Calendar called at eleven A. M..Nos. 5, 'J.
Common Pleas.Equity Tebm..Adjourned until

December 2'J.
Common Pleas. Trial Term.Parts 1 and 2..Adjournedfor the term.
Marine Court.Trial Term.Parts 1, 2 and 3..

Adjourned for tho term.
Surrogate's Court.Held by Surrogate Calvin..

Contested will of Patrick Dickie, deoeasod, at eleven
A. M.
Court op Oyer and Terminer..Adjourned for the

term.
Court of General Sessions.Part* 1 and 2..Adjournedfor tho term.
United States District Court.In Admiralty.

Hold by Judgo Choate..Nos. 210, A. D. Sideracudi
vs. G. Mapcs; 114. J. Collins vs. J. Scully otaL; 54,
C. Gruui vs. W. T. Frost et ai.; 97, J. G. Unnevehr
vs. Steamship Hindoo; 194. D. W. Mannaring vs.
Dark C. Delap; 150, W. A. Pascal vs. Schooner F. B.
Gilkoy; 151, J. Crossan vs. Steamtug E. A. Parker;
125, J. Duffy vs. 11. H. Williams; 105, J. Farwell vs.
Steamboat J. H. Starin; 115, G. A. Thorudiko vs.
Same; 73, W. A. Duoll vs. Steamboat Niagara;
101, G. Matollvs. Steamtug A. B. Preston; 120, T.
GUligan vs. Steamship Crescent City; 100,
J. Casey vs. Brig Nile; 101, W. Audits vs.
Steamboat Saratoga; 117, B. Kane vs. Penny et
al; 129. P. J. Willis et al. vs. Steamship City of
Austin; 136, Middlesex Quarry Company vs. SchoonerA. Mason; 111, It. H. Powell et al. vs. Steamboat
Willie; 155. M. White vs. Steamtug Laverqna; 178,
M. Henderson vs. Steumtihtp Ostrello; 121, P. J.
OHourke vh. 220 Tons of Coal; 233, D. Berber vs.
Steamtug Joseph S'ickney; 139, H. J.Newton vs.
Schooner Paucunsett; 162, J. H. Moore ot al. vs.
Schooner Yankee Doodle; 144, J. Smith vs. 60,000
Poet of Lumber; 228. K. li. Lowe vs. Canalboat C.
M. Titus.

REAL ESTATE.

The following ore the sales made yesterday on the
Merchants' Exchange:.

BY w. O. HOFFMAN.
Foreclosure iiaIo of tbe five story brick building,

Willi lot 26x30.3x32.11x8.8, No. 336 Pearl «t., e.
s.. running through to (No. 4) New Bowery, and
10 ft. n of tbe junction of New Bowery and i'earl
it., to J. J. Clancy $6,700

Also tlio tliroo story brick dwellings and four iitory
brick tenement bouse, with lot 25x115x75x25x.
GOxUO. No. 0 Market at., a. w. corner of (Nos. 65,
67 and 60) East Broadway UJo. U Market »t. to
Tliiimns Shiols for $20,200, No. 05 East Broadway
to J. J. Clancy for $0.350) 29.560

And tbn four story brown atone front dwelling,
with lot 20x100.5. No. 67 East 53d St., n. s.,2«i3
ft. e. of Madison av., to C. B. Curtis. 24,200

RY nKKNAFtl) SMYT1I.
Foreclosure sale of the three story brown stone
front dwelling, with lot 18.7x100.11, on East
110th st., s. 369 ft. w. of av. A, to plaintiff.. 4,500

BY K. r. RAYMOND.
ForoclaKoro sale of tlio two and throe story brick
stables, with lot 25x08.9, No. 143 Ka*t 28th sL. n.
s., 150 ft. a. of liexlnirton ar., to D. C. Ely 10,000

OFFICIAL REAL ESTATE TRANSFERS.
The following Is a statement showing the real

estate transactions recorded in the Btiglster's office
December 23, 1879:.
Lexington av. n. w. corner of 121st st., 80x100.11;
Marion L. Van Dyck and husband to Orville B.
Ackerly Nom.

Elisabeth st. (No. 2U6); B. C. Cbetwood doferee) to
Catharine L. Sponcer $6,800

50th St.. n. 672.6 ft. w. of 5th av., 10.4x100.5;
Louis Strauss to Nathan Strauss. Nom.

3;Itn st. (No. 315 East); Frederick Miller, Jr., to
LouaSofsky 675

13tli st., u. a, 195 ft. w. of av. B, 25x103.3; John L.
Brower and another (executors, Ac.) to Arthur J.
Mcl^uade Nom.

lOith st.. s. s., 116.8 ft. w. of 3d av., 50xl00.11; the
Hebrew Bonevolent and Oruhan Asylum Society
to Myor Dlt toiiliootor 12,500

SStli st.. s. s . 80 ft. w. of 2d av., 20x72.6; T. P.
Wicks (referee) to Jolm Biico 5,250

105th St., u. s.. 120 ft. w. of 2d av., 10.3x100.9; F.
E. Smith (refereo) to Edward J, ChatTee. 4,000

8th av.. w. s.. 74.1'M ft. s. of 31st St.. 24 8^x100:
.latuoa A Brcakull und wlfo to Thoinaa Wall 30,000

15th Ht., n. m., 7D ft. e. of Hth av., 24.7.V,xl03.3 itialf
of); Nolodad Caetollauoa to Hit* Caatollnnoa. 8,000

07th at. n. a.. 550 ft. w. ol 5tli av.,5<ix 100.5; Therun
K. Butler and wife to Kdward D. Conolly 05,000

Newav.,o. a.,Ui).ll ft. n. of 145tb at., .ri7x2'J.">; ul»o
w. a. Now nr., 147.5 ft. n. of 145lh at., 80x
82.5, and alao c. «. of New a*., lust. 1(1 ft. n. of
14.rith at., 30x100; George II. l'eek and wifo to J.
Itoinaiue Brown Nom. *

Walton a*. 11. w. corner Clarko place (23d ward).
Iota Nob. 143 to 15<> Incluilve; J. Adalbert Lockwoodto Annie K. Brown Nom.

115th at., a. a.. 4<>0 ft. w. of Nth av.. 125x91). 11;
Isaac Lockwood and wlfo to Annie E. Brown. Kof 1,000

Grand at., Noa. 215 and 217. and alao No. t)l Klicabvthat.; Louis N. Hchmltt and wife to Margaret
Itadley 30,000

&7tli at , a. a., 11) ft. w. of 4th av., 20x80.5; Annie
Kettrotch to Myor Dittonhoofor 42.000

l»>4tli at., a. a.. 1 lll.H ft. w. of 3d av., 5ClxltJ(J.ll;
Myer Ulltinhoofur and wife to Annio Kettretch... 23,500

Virginia at., w. a. (24th ward), lot No. 41; alao a. 0.
a. Tleiiout av.. 500 ft. n. «. of Clark at., SOxl57.5x
Irregular; William Sharp to Ella* Ortgica 8,000

Bowery, a. o. corner of itooaevolt at., 22 0x10041*
Irregular; Eliaa G. Brown and wife to Mary McGarry13,000

8th at., n. a.. 2Mn.4>d ft. e. of av. B. 20.7^x0010; T.
II Weatbrook (reteroe; to Uottfrled Kroller (l.tiOO

2d av., w. a.. K2 2 n. of 78th at., 211x83.8; Chariea U.
I'arfltt and wlfo to Either LoweiiHteln 12,000

114th at., a. a., 55.1 w. of 2d av.. 3M.4x45xlrro«rular;
aan^i to aamo Nom.

2d av. (175 ft w. of), rear lot, n. of 113th at-.Siix
irregular: aamo to saint Nora.

12th at., a. a., (tH. in ft. e. of 7th av., 25 3xtH1.8xlrrrgular;Daulel 11. I'iuraou to Margaret Kraxeo... 12,000
2d av. (100 ft. w. of), roar let, n of 113tli at..U5.11
xlrrcgular; tloorgo W. Kidgoloy aud wife to
Charloa K. 1'arUU H55

LBARK.
Irving place, n. w. corner of 10th it. (Weatinlnater
Hotel); llaniel 1*. Kolla to Edward A (Jilaou, 5
yoara, at avorago rental of ... .224.000

UXCOIIUKD MORTUAIIKS.
Atwood. Virginia D. aud husband. to M. C. Belknap,a. a. of 40th at., w. of 5th av.; 5 yoara $11,000
Barrett, V. and wife, to J. M. Brtgga, n a. of 140tli

at., w. of 3d av.; 3 yoara 1,000
Biaco, J., to Mtry K. Webb, a. a. of 3tHh at., w. of ^d

av. : 2 yeara 2,025Oonoily, K. I)., to T R, Butler, w. a. or 57th at., w.
of 5th av. (2 mortgagee); 1 yoar; total 00,000

Dlttcnhoofer M. and wlfo, to the Now York Life I11
aiiraueo Company, a. a of ltMth at., w. of 3d av.
(3 mortgagee); 3 year*; total B.HOO

Same to A .1. Dlttmihoefer, amne property (3 mortgagee)ft year*: total 2.000
Fuller, \S K., to A. V. Oeaaon. Noi. (Ml and U2
(loon k '.i day* 275

liugbo 1. W 1!Main 8. and wife, to J. M. Hrlgga, n. a.
of until t , w. of 3d av.; 3 yoara 1,000

King, Thercaa, to the Mutuul Life Inauranco Company.Noa. 475.4711 7th av.; 1>4 yoara 20.000
Kuril, II. and wife, to Sarah Ku gel in ami. a. a. of
50th at., w. a. of 2d av.; S yoara 6,000

Kroller, (J. ami wife, tu tho Citicnna' Savings Hank,
11 a. of Hth at., o. of av. B; I year 4,500

Lewla. ,1. 1). and wlfo, to U. \Vright, n a. of 103d at..
o. or w imliliiifton nv.; 2 )u»ra 1.3U0

I,owonateln Kathur. to 0. It. I'lirlltt. w. a. of 2il
ii v., n. of 7-th «t. 18 month* 1,400

McOarrjr. M«rjr, to B. O. Hrown, No. 4H Kooanvolt
nl.; llntillllimiU 13.000

Kenlm, I'. II. mid wifn, to It. .1. Ilouirhton, w. *. of
<jr«mwlch at., n. of Charlton Ht.: 3 jrenra 2,5<»i

Now mill, to K. Olil, a. a. of IHli at., o. of I at nv.;
fiiHulincnti t,80U

Tlmr-lon. Aniiir K. find hiialinnd, to tin) Oormmilii
1,1 fo Inaiirtiiico Comoony, n. a. of 132d at., w. of
.Mil nr. (4 iiiortK'tiri'N); yvnra t<>t«*1 34.000

llMllHllkll AHHIIlNMKXTa lir M<IIIT<IA<1KII.
Hlnncke, K t" <!. HUtiakn 21,000
('..o.l rt, 0.. Ji., to K. C. Kri'lK'li 'J,Mh
I'mlickllll, 11 "I i'ii h H., lo A linn M. Hood 8,(1*1
Hull. .1 K to J. T. Moyor 1
IIiiviiiihkIi. Itoannnn, to h. II. Knioraoii 5,000
|,uoil wood. .IohojiIi U, to A tin In K. Hrjwn I
J.ockwood, I., to Aiiiho K Brown 3,."00
>liilln*wa. YVillliiin. to A. S. I niKrliill U.OUO
Morris, J. II.. to Annio K Hrown 1

I' lo A. 0. Ilimaojr 100
Stori!, \VIllUm, to S. Hrown 4,ftUO
\ mi HIiiiikviiatnTii, C V., »nd another (oxocutora,

to Luuiae laolln 1
Hmno t> Thoroao Cayloua i

DECEMBER 2t, 1879.-TRT
NEARING ITS END.

THE BOAItD OP ALDEIIMEN MAKING THE MOST

OF ITS FINAL SESSIONS RESOLUTIONS BEGAIUHNGTHE PRALL PROJECT, WATEB TAXES

AND FEMALE PEDESTKIANIHM.
The "City Fathers" spent over two hour* yesterdayafternoon in the discussion of various propositionswhich have been before them for some time

past. One of the first related to the Prall beating
project. It has been given qut that the Mayor ,

had positively made up his mind to veto I
the resolution granting this valuable franchise.Its promoters have been actively engaged
in preventing such a disposition of the matter, M
the Aldermen pledgod to its support would not have
an opportunity of passing such a resolution over
the veto, as tho terms of office of many expire on the
5th of January. Alderman Stewart moved that the
resolution %hould bo recalled from the Mayor for
amendment. After this motion had been carried a

messenger was despatched to tho Mayor's office for
the importunt document. On its reception from tho
executive chamber tho samo Alderman moved to
strike out tho fourth proposition, which read,
"Said company, shall give a good and sufficient bond
in tho sum of $60,000 for the proper relaying of all
pavements disturbed by them iu putting down their
mains," and substitute in its place tho following:.

In all cases where the pavements aro to bo disturbed for
thu purpose ot laying or repairing suld pipes » permit
tlierutor shall first bo ubtaiued from tho Couiuiisstouor of
Public Works, an (J the company, boforo Hiking out such
permit, shall depokit with the Comptroller of the city a
sum in cash sutlicleut, In tbo opinion of the Commissioner
of l'ubllc Works, tu defray the entire cost of replacing
said paveiuout and keeping such portion as is disturbed
by sanl company in repair forooo your. Tho pipes shall
lit* laid under such regulations as tliu Commissioner of
Public Work* may (roiu tiuio to tiaio establish. and
under such' part of roadway or sidowaik as
he may prescribe on tiu< permit, and If at
any tiuie the Commissioner of Public Work* shall diroct
any changcs to bo made lu the location or arrangeinout of
»aid pipes for tho purpose of tbo laying, altering or removingcity water pipes or sewers, or doing any other public
work, Hiich changes sball bo made by the company at tholr
own expense under tbo direction of tlve Commissioner of
i'ublic Works, and iu no case shall the city bo liable for
any injury or damage to tbo said pipes And in layiug
said pipes tbo company shall in nowlso interfere with any
sewers, water pipes or othor pipes horutofore laid without
tho consent of the Couimissiuuor of Public Works and the
owners of said pipes.
This motion was carried, and tbo resolution will

now go back again to the Mayor for approval or rejection.
KOMAX CATHOLIC ORPHAN ASYLUMS' WATEB TAX.
Lost mouth, it will be recollocted, the Aldermen

passed a resolution exempting tho B*man Catholic
Orphan Asylums, of this city, from payment of tbe
Croton water tax. This resolution waa vetoed by
Mayor Cooper on tho opinion of the Corporation
Counsel that the Aldormen had no authority to pass
any such resolution; in fact, that the laws of tho
State strictly forbid exemptions of that character. A
special committeo of the Board of Aldermen, consistingof Messrs. Roberts, Houghton, Burns,
Keenan and Suuer. was appointed to take the whole
subject into consideration. Those gentlemen made
a lengthy report, in which thoy submitted points
entirely antagonistic to the legal position assumed
by Corporation Counsel Whitney. They open their
report by remaining as follows:.
In exumiuing the subject so referred your committee

have coiilinod ttiomselvuH almost entirely to an Investigationof tho laws relating to the case. Tlio proprioty of the
measure, your committee believe, will bo conceded on all
hands. So meritorious is the application of tbo Hoard of
Managers, und so great tbe claims of these asylums upon
the city, that It will bo regarded as but a flttiug recognitionof both. If tho small favor they ask can bo legally
granted. An examination of the laws and ordinances
bearing upon tho application has convinced your committee,as they boue it will your honorable body, that this
can be douo.

After citimr tho laws affocting tho 'water system of
New York and the cost of the work itself the report
goes on to state:.
Up to this time (1873) tho small amonnt of water tax

charged to "tho more humble classes," and tbo nioroly
nominal amount charged to tho various charitable and
other institutions, worked no hardship to either, ami their
taxes wure paid promptly and without murmuring. Even,
then, however, souiu availod themselves ot tue power
vostud iu tho Common Council to oscape payment of the
small sum thon chargod as tax for water, notably tho
"Cooper Union," which, by resolution approved by Mayor
Tlemann, May 28. 1M5H.fourteen years after the CorporationCounsel says tho power was takon from the CommonCouncil.had taxos then duo remitted, and the buildingexempted for all time from payiuont of any farther
water tax. If tho counsel's opinion is good law, then tbe
Cooper Union is indebted to the Corporation for a
good round sum for taxes for Croton wator, aud steps
SflOUiU UU UKUU IU L'UllOCI. W11MI IB HOW UUU, HUU U> HUposerates iu tlie (uturu, for tliu benefit of Itio "Sinklug
Fnud." Tlio buildings of nuay other institutions irnvu
Intel llko exemptions or roratssions of tux boforo and since
tbat time.among thorn the Church of t»t. Lawrence, iu
lHtiS; the Yurkville Mothodist Kpiscopal Church, iu 1809;
81. l'etur's Church, iu 1870, and othoru.
Some interesting statistics are here given, which

draw forth the following conclusions:.
Tbo original cost of theCroton Water Works was loss than
.1,00 J.oou. All the bonds issued tuerefor. both principal

and interest, haro long since boou redeemed and paid, or
sufficient money has been dorivod from tbo sale of Croton
water to pay them. Consequently tbo law of 1851, quoted
by the Couusel, does not apply to the caso under consideration.
The rovenue from the sale of water in the year 1862 was

SHiia.uso 82; the revenue from the saino source in 1878 was
$1,006,509 an. Tbu exemption of the orphan asylums from
water tax will not diminish this amount of rovenuo. After
deducting the amount of tbo exemption the remaining
rovi'iiuo will bo nearly double the whole amount received
in 1802. The law of 186J. evun if not repealed by the law
of 1873, would not tbereforo be applicable to tho case.

TUX rUTUUK's DKDT TO TUX FAST.
The whole cost of the wator systom of this city to Jannary1, 1871), including construction, mslntonanco and

repairs. Is $.-15,820,081 48; tho entire income from tbo
sale of Crotou water to tho same date Is $32,001,5:15 73;
so that the income has ainouutod to sufficient to pay tho
original cost oi tho Aqueduct and its appurtenances twice
over, and within a sum loss tban 84,000,000 of the outiro
cost of the introduction and distribution of the water, includingtho high servico works, tlio acquisition of lands
ami water and tho eroction of storage roservoirs In Putnamand Wostchestcr counties. The present Income from
the salo of water should bo graded to an amount sufficient
to pay the interest on tho latter sum annuully, and the
water rates should be reduced to that amount, it was
nover lntonded that the present should pay the entire cost
of a work that is desiguod for, and will bo used and enjoyedbr, future generations, nor was it ovor intendod that
tlie city should derive an income from the salo of water
beyond a sum necessary to pay the lutorest auuually accruingon tho bonds issued lor the construction of the
water works outstanding each year.
The report concludes as follows:.
Your committoe unhesitatingly assort that the powsr to

exempt any particular property from taxatlou for tho oso
of' water is, in their oplniou, still vested in the Common
Council. They feel that it is, possibly, presumptuous in
them to hold this opinion 111 opposition to the expressed
opinion of tho law officer of the city. Nevertheless, they
believe tliey are acting in the interest of the peoplewhen they recommend that the question be settled
detinitely. They do not think the opinion of tho
counsel Is conelusivo; and in order that the subjectmay be Judicially determined In the courts
tliey recommend that the resolution be ad'ipted, notwithstandingtho objections of His Honor tbo Mayor,
This will enable the managers of the asylums to test judiciallythe legality of the grant, and they have assuro<l your
committee they will resort to tho courts, if necessary to
do so, iu order that they may bo relieved from the payment
of tlie largo sum they aro annually compelled to pay to tbo
city for the use of the Crotou water under tho rates estab
Untied by tbo Commissioner of I'ublic Works.
Tlie resolution was then passed over the Mayor's

veto by tho following vote:.Yeas.Messrs. Burns,
Carroll, Cavanacb, foster, (iuorgu ilall, Hobert Hall,
Uauuhton, Hyatt. Keeuau, Kinney, Kiernan. Roberts,
Sauur, Shells, Slovln, Steinart and Strack. Nays.
Messrs. Morris, Fitv:l(, Jacobus and Parley.

YKMAI.E PBDKHTlUAMiaM.
On motion of Alderman Morris tho following was

passed by unanimous vote:.
Whereas public exhibitions of female pedestrians are

ollunsivo to the souse of propriety and decency, demoralisingiu tboir iiiiluence In tho community and cruel and Inhumanto the participants, without affording soy redeemingfeature in their favor,
Iteaulvod, That tho Counsel to the Corporation he and ho

hereby is respectfully rrquostod to draft an act for tho
suppression and prevention of such exhibitions and for
tho punishment of all persons who engage therein or promototlie same, and to present tbu same to the l^eirlslatnrn
with a suitable memorial in behalf of tbo Common Council
ill favor of tlie passage-thereof.
Alderman Morris still continues to agitate tlio

question an to tho uao of the parka by tbo elevated
railroad companies. At his suggestion tbo followingwuk adopted:.
Kusolvod. That tbo Cntnmisaloners of tbo Department of

I'ublfc Parks be and titer uru baroby directed to furnishto tbo liuaril of Alderman, an soon a* possible,
a copy of ell Its proceedings had or takon by said departmootin rotation to tho uao of a portion of the Battery
l'ark by any of tho olovalod railroad companion, together
with a cony of any snd ovury lease. agreement, or contractentorid into betwoen tiio said Park Department lor
itself or or: behalf of tho corpoiatiou <of tlio city of New
York, with any or eithor or all of aald railroad companies.
Alderman Morris presented tho following letter

which ho had received from Police Commissioner
Wheeler:.

Nkw Youk, Doe. 23, 1870.
lion. Jon* J. Mourns:.
Dkak Hik.i am Informed there la seme prospect that

Mayor Ooopor may at last consent to scud to tlio Hoard of
Aliiermon the name of some gentleman an Police Com ulsalouerwho will in fact rvpreaeut tlio republican partv of
tho city of New York. I am alao informed that aomo of
luv very good frionda have expressed an unwillingness to
consent to putting any one In my placo. I tako tho liberty
ill relocating you to inform tlio Hoard of Aldermen and
all friends ol niloo who may taku an Intoroat In the Hoard's
action of iny views and wishes upon tho subject. You
know thst my term of olAco expired in May,
187*. I originally accented the office with raluctatico
and altice ItK expiration I have continued In tho
beaitlon at Croat personal sacrifice, solely because It lias
fieeii at no time possible to switre a successor whose upointmentwould not Jeopardise tho interest of the republltiaparty* i made mf arrangements laat spring to go
into business. and consented, much against my wishes, to
remain In office until after the late election, because of
the evident desire to uso tho Police Hoard for political
ends, to the detriment of out party

Tlio election la over and 1 feel that I ought not to be
asked to make any further sacrifice. My wish Is that my
successor nliall be nominated and confirmed without delay.
While 1 do not wish to do anything to the detriment of

my political friends my puraonal business arrangements
are such that 1 moat earnestly desire this course. Very
respectfully J*>ura, 1)K WITT 0. WIIKKI.hK
Thin communication wan placed on file. The Hoard

will moot again on Friday.

BOARD OF EDUCATION.
At yesterday's mooting of tlio Bchool Commissionersa letter from tho Mayor waa read. In which ho

ltotillod tho Hoard that ho had appointed Joseph
Wlnglor inspector of tho Fourth district, vice

PLE SHEET.
Harvey H. Wood*, whose term liu expired. From
Joseph Diamond md Thuiuw Holier, two of the
trustees of the Twentieth ward, a long letter «u
received, in which they object to the censure passed
upon the trustee* or that ward by the committee
who idve»tigated the charges preferred against
Messrs. Hhaler, Lordly and Tietjeu by Nelson J.
W aterbury. These gentlemen declare that they had
uo part in the preparation of the letter sent to the
Board by Dr. Lordly and his associates of the
majority, and should have been excepted in the
censure referred to.
The Committee on Bylaws reported in favor of

adding another year to the Normal College course.
The resolution they recommended is, "on and after
the 1st day of September, 1H40, a fourth year Bhall

m«> i>ruBuui course or turoe yo»t» iu «»w

college, to be optional for two years after 8aid date,
and thereafter obligatory." The report and resolutionwere adopted, only one negative vote being
recorded.

ABANDONED CRIMINALS.

MISS LENA GILBERT IN NEED OF FUNDS TO

CONTINUE IIElt I'RISJN WORK*.A GLIMPSE OF

HER CORRESPONDENCE.
Miss Lena Gilbert, so long interested In the reformationof criminals and ex-crlmlnals, states that

scarcely a day passoa now without bringing to this
city, from all parts of the world, a number ot exconvictslooking for help. These people apply in
great numbers at the headquarters of the Gilbert and
Prisoners' Aid Society, No. 42« Broadway, but thero
are no funds in the treasury of thut institution, and
as the work to bo done is unpopular the society must
soon discontinue its labors unless some philanthropiccitizens como to tho rescue. A Herald reporteryesterday called on Miss Gilbert to got from
her some information relative to tho workings of the
society.
"What is it you proposo to do. Miss Gilbert,"

asked tho reporter, "sux>posing that you already
had the funds your society asks for from the publicr
"To mako Now York the headquarters of a national

movement to prevent crime und improve tho conditionof the prisons and tho prisoners."
"How do you proposo to do that?"
"That is a very broad question. Wo mast progressas wo cau, and wo find it very difficult to make

even a little progreas. Our work is not popular,
and has nover been so. It requires time and money
to put the work where it belongs. llut we can
bend our energies in one direction which shall appealto evory humane man and woman, and that is
tho helping of tho unfortunate convict immediately
on his boiug discharged from prison. It is for help
in this direction that we now appeal.

ilKAUXFKLT UltATITL'DK.
"Yon would be astonished to know how grateful

these won aro for the slightest favors done them. I
have letters from the sons of some of the first familiesin our country who have been unfortunate
enough to get into prison. Among theso correspondentsaro merchants, ex-Congressmen, doctors, lawyers,editors und clergymen.three of the latter being
sentenced for bigamy. Of tho lower class of criminalswe have letters from sneak thieves, panel
thieves, pickpockets, burglars, conildenco men,
forgers, gamblers and detectives."
Miss Gilbert here produced a large portfolio which

must have contained a thousand letters. Among
the first ot these communications drawn out was
one from "Huudy Andy," who nover soils his own
hands with tho "jimmy," but it is said that several
gangs of thieves who work under his ordors. "Handy
Andy" Is now sevonty-two years of age. In his
last letter to Miss Gilbert he bocame poetical, and
concluded as follows:.

Oh! thou silly croataro,
Striving still for ethers' gain,

Whilo thiue every feature
Shews thine inward pain.

Peace? No poaco expect te find
While yeu labor fur mankind.
Such as L

"Here is auothor," said Miss Gilbert, "from a
forger who became reformed and is now a clergymanin San Francisco. He says:."
Your generous gift euablod 1110 to procure a comfortsbiocarriage in which I travelled many thousand miles in

organizing Sunday scbeels, scattering the word of Ued
and preaching the unsearchable riches of Jesus Christ.
"Hero," said Miss Gilbert, '*is a letter from one

ot tho clergymen who served a term for bigamy"
DlUK Sistkr in thr XjOKP.I should nut presume to

address yeu (fori deeply feol the position iu which 1 have
placed myselfi had I not the assurance In my heart that
God has, in His infinite mercy, clesused ino from my sinfulness.God certainly sent you ss a ministering angel
djty boforo yesterday. I think He saw thst there was
danger tliat what Paul feared would befsll a poor follow
who bad committed a worse sin, if possible, than they did
wlu> had not the light that I have been favorod with.

A PICKPOCKXr AND llUKULAlt.
"Here is something lrom a pickpocket and burglar,"continued Miss Gilbert:.
Two years age the thought of tho blessod^Saviour came

»u ..." ...... ».1V...VV», ... ...., veil III ni»ni riBOII. 1 Will
never forget that day. I am a prnfumional thief. All I
wUU to nee you for in to have a talk ahont the way to
reform. I have money and dreaa wall, Ac., but I liave a
atrong deaire to glvo up my evil ways and aorve the dear
Lord, who died to aavo ainuura.
"This," 8»id Miss Gilbert, handing tno reporter a

pencil scrawled sheet of letter paper, "is a letter
Iroin one of the 'Blindfolded Band,' who is now in
State Prison:."
Mv Dbak Uknki-bctoeks, Miss Uilbkbt.According to

prom la I write you on auan ua I could compoae my mind
after getting on my I'riaon Kobe*. Oh it hen neitiuud ua
though the world wen a perfect blank to me aftor I won in
my coll In thia prison hut when 1 remember there la 0110
noble priaoii workor that hoa expresaod ho much lutore»t
111 my houI, I tako new courage and believe 1 am not outlrelyforgotton.

Letter* such aa these Miss Gilbert produced in
hundreds, the difficulty being to muke a selection
for publication, as the pervading sentiment was ono
of thanks for aome favor dono. Miss Gilbert states
that her means no longor allow her to respond to
the constant demand on her fluaucial resources,
limited aa they hare bocoino since the disaster of
the Chicago lire.

MOUNTED POLICE.

New York, Dec. 23, 1879.
To the Editor or tub Herald:..
A project Is now in contemplation by the Board of

Polloe Commissioners which, if carried out, will depriveour property owners, taxpayers and citizens
generally of ono of the greatest safeguards ever enjoyedby a great metropolis. It has been proposed
by oar new Commissioner to effectually withdraw
the mounted squad now located in Eighty-seventh
street, near First avenuo, and aaaign each member a

post beyond the bridge only. The folly of this step
Lb plainly visible when we take the following facts
into consideration:.First, our most prominent
drives are all this side of the bridge
and many of our best teams become
unmanageable and are daily brought undor
control by tho skilled horsemen of the mounted
squad. Second, there are to bo seen on the road a
great many reckless drivers who, while under tho
Influence of drink, whip their horses to a breakneck
speed, and while in this state they have no power
over the reins, thus endangering the lives of frightenedladies and screaming cnildrou. While driving
In this wild and wayward manner they are quickly
overtaken by an officer mounted on a fleet ciiarger,
and conveyed to the station house to pay the peualty
of their indiscretion. Third, when the paving of
Iftfth avonue has been completed above Fifty-uinth
street that thoroughfare will be a perfect racecourse
and the services ot those useful men will be needed
then more than over. I liavo given in thia outline
only a faint idea of tho necessity of theso skilled
uniformed horsemen on these extensively patronizedand popular drives below the bridge. The
better to enable the public to soe the qualities
of these men as savers of Ufa a few eases
out of the many in which thoy figure may bo given.
Mr. Andrews' (of the Everett House) horses run
away, leaving Central l'ark at Fifty-ninth street,
and wore successfully stopped by Uoundsman
Gannon. The team ran at a tri inoudous speed, and
Mr. Andrews escaped with slight Injury and was
taken to the house <<f C. Godfrey Gunther and attendedto by that gentleman anil ex-Mayor Wickham.
Dr. McDonald, of Lexington aveuue, waa similarly
saved, as well aa Dr. N. H. Mott. Officer Pritchell,
while stopping a runaway on tho 7th iust., waa himsolfthrown from his horse, the latter having ita
shoulder frightfully lacerated. As these are only a few
of the many accidents which have happened below the
bridge, whut protection have our hundreds of citizensto hope ror while seeking to enjoy tho pleasure
of an invigorating drive if their present protectors
are sent up among the goats? As the Ukhald supportsevery measure for the public good, 1 will ask
you,pro bono publico, to publish this communication,
and oblige MANY LOVE11S OF SAFETY.

THE FAliMEBS' CLUR

At a mooting of the Farmers' dab yesterday ProWilli*...\V..il..,l..,. « It ....... I -

tlio "KlTootH of Hiiow ou Vegetation," which *u
liatened to with much interest. Dr. Rlcharda addruaaodthe cltibon tho subject of pleuropneumonia.
He aald that within a few daya thia contagious
Ulacaae had appeared In New Hampshire, and hu
thonttht thli wan a gcod time for tho club tq appointa committee to wait on Congress specially in
roforonce to the apread of plouro-pneunionia. Dr.
A. 8. Heath, the president, said that notice had bosn
given tiiut a bill having rer»ronce to that subjoct
would shortly bo inirmiucud in Congress, and it was
arranged that he vhould go to Waehlngtoti an a representativeof tho club, although Dr. Dodge and
othurH oppoaed tlio proportion. Mr. Hudson
brought up tho nubjoct ot oleomargarine, and tho
club udopted the following:.

Keanlvod. That wlillo wo mroRnlio tlio innntifactiira and
slo ol oltioiiiaricarinu undttr propur regulations and rofikrlctloiman a I< C1111matt hiixliioaa, wo also riciiKlnui tlio
In.portanco and propriety of ampin provlalons of law to
provont its lining sold hn and for dairy butter, and wo advocatetlio Htrlct uuforceinuut of all til* ousting lawn In
rogard to It.

ituaolvod, Aa tho opinion of thin mooting, that It It for
tlio Intorust or all rolall tloalor* who sail oleomargarine to
On ao oponly and fairly and not mtrruptltioualy. No louaun
able complaint can bo made of daaiars who Mil it upeuly
for Just what it rtally la.

NO THOROUGHFARE.

WHIf MUST PEDESTRIANS LEAVE THE SIDEWALKS
TO SUIT THE CONVENIENCE OF BUILDEBS ?
AN OFFICIAL EXPLANATION THAT FAILS TO
IMPBOVE MATTElt8.
Surely the Jofforsouiau spirit of independent

baa ceased to exist in Now York city. When our peoplein the street reoelvu a shower of dust from a

passing cart tbey may growl a little at tliu driver,
but afterward abrug their shoulders and say, "Wa
are usod to It." When tbey reach a crosswalk
covered with reluse and dirt they seem to regard it
as a matter of course, and think they have no right
to expect anything different. When tbey find tlie
sidewalk fenced off In front of some new building,
or perhaps heaped up with sand or boards or mortar,
tbey submissively roll up their pantaloons or lift
their dresses, a* the case may be, and eithor climb
ovor the obstructions or pass around them via
tbo cobble stones. No one thinks of making a

complaintaboutthesenuisanccs, utiles*it be toasym*
patbizing neighbor and iu the strictest confidence.
Is the burden ol' such needless anuoyanoes rendered
any the less by patient endurance, or are the peopla
of New XorK uroa or couipmiuiuB r i<>

very difficult to find a retipjuslblo officer In this froe
and glorious metropolis, us a reporter of the Hkbald
found out by experience. He was told to discover
the man or bureau or dopartmout that wua responsiblefor blockading the sidewalks in front of now

buildings, and aftor the fullest research, and listening
to any quantity of "official uttorancos," he does not
quite see now how anybody is to blame nor how th«
public can help itself.

WHAT WE ENDURE.

It would seem as though the sidewalks were Intendedto walk on and not for the exclusive benefit
of the property on which they front. Vet thore are

scores of blocks in tho city whoro the reverse la
maintained by practice and where hundreds of pe»
dostrians must daily pilot themselves over block*
of stone and around bods of mortar so that
a handful of builders uay not bo disturbod in
their individual pursuits. In tho upper wards art

whole blocks of new buildings, where the sidewalks
have been appropriated and no provision whatever
made for publio travel. Huch a thing in Paris or
London would almost provoke a mob. In the former
city builders are compelled to do all their work illsidetheir lots and not upon tlio public thoroughfare.There, too, they must run a fence up in advaucoof their walls, so that not a speck of dirt shall
fall upon the passers by. In London the regulatloni
are less exacting, but sufficient to protect her citizens
from imposition. At least a part of the sidewalk ii
reserved for their use, no matter how large the structurenor how broad tho street. A gentleman who saw
the Otrand Opera House in course of erection in Parii
told tho reporter that it was so fencod about that it
looked like a giant pen of framework from without,
and no observer would have thought so great
a work was going on within. Yet in Now York tho
builder of a three story tenement must havo the entiresidewalk and half tho street to himself. The
reporter was informed by a builder that the Departmentof Public Works gavo permits for tho uso
of halt the street where larue buildings were being
constructed, and in searoh or further particulars ha
called on Commissioner Campbell. The reporter
stated his case and asked if it was true that that .departmentgranted such permits.

MOT OUB FAULT.
"Not true at all, sir," answered the Commissioner,

promptly. "We don't issue any permits of the
Bort."
"And nevor have?"
"No, sir."
"Then tho builders permit themselvesf
"WhereI"
"All over the city."
"I have not beard of it."
"There aro buildings going up in Harlem where

passugeway is impossible except in the street or OB
the opposite sidewalk," added the reporter.
"Theu the police do not perform their duty.'*
"Are they responsible?"
"Yes, for the execution of our orders."
"What are your orders?"
"We only allow the builders the use of ten feet

of the street. Formerly they were allowed twelve
feet, but latterly we have hxed it positively at tea."
"And the sidewalks?"
"No portion of tho sidewalk. If thoy are digging

beneath it we require them to build a bridge over it
for foot passeugers.
"In case thoy are not excavating you do not grant

them the use of the sidowalk at all?"
''No. Of course there are occasions when they

are obliged to uso the sidewalk for a while.for instance,when they are carrying in an iron column
or a heavy stotie. At such timos they are expected
to put a railing across the walk for the safety of tht
public."
"Havo you given such orders as you mention to

the police?"
"We sent thom to Superintendent Walling."
"lint you don't know if tho patrolmen are awai*

of the regulations?"
HOW IT STANDS.

"No. I suppose Superintendent Walling attend*
to his duty. Wo have only two inspectors to bu used
for such work, and they can't patrol the whole city.
We have to rely upon the police to report violations
to us, and then the Bureau of Encuinbrauces will
correct theni. I wish that you or any other citizen
would report all annoyunces of the kind you havo
described. That is tho only means we have of
remedying matters, and if citizens won't do that
they will have to suffer, so far as I can see."
"But citizen* think the Bureau of Encumbrancer

Is organized for the special purpose of keeping the
treet» clearV
"So it is," auswered tho Commissioner, "but two

inspectors, as I said before, are not equal to tho
task of ttnding out all the violations on Mauhattan
Inland. We correct them wbeuever we find them.
Now, I was coining down Broadway the other morningwhen I found a lot of material scattered over the
sidewalk in front of a building on the corner of
Eighth street. Tho only passageway for pedestrians
was by a narrow plank or two."

"It had been so for two weeks," interposed the
reporter.

"Well, I stopped it as soon as I saw it. I told the
builder he had no rleht to uso the sidewalk for a
stone yard aud he improved matters right away."
"Does your department possess the right to grant

the use of the street whenever yon see At?"
"No, but we have discretiouary power. The Board

of Aldermen are charged with the protection or the
public highways under tho charter, bot they delegate
that duty to this department."

CONTRARY TO CUSTOM.
"Why cannot buildings bo put up in New York oa

tho Parisian system?" *

"1 have never boon In Paris."
"They do their work, mix their mortar and so on.

Inside the lot."
"Oh, well, the manner of building is dliferent la

Now York."
"Blfferent In what way?"
"Why, from time immemorial our builders hav*

boon in the habit of using somo of the street.
Thoy havo always had their mortar beds outside tho
curb."
"But could they not have them in the cellars of

their buildings just as well?"
"Not as economically. Then, my dear sir, yott

must make some allowance for oustom. Now York
is a different city from Paris. They have their mode
of building and we have ours. I can't see but
what New York has got along very well In her own
way. Custom is a vory important consideration.
For instance, I sometimes find merchants blocking
up tho streets with goods, and when I suggest to
them that they ought to put the boxes lnsido their
stores they say it takes up too much of their room.
Now thore it is. They don't want to take up their
own room, but thoy will monopolize tho pubUo
room on tho street. They have always boen accustomedto doing so."
Thero is an nld saying that custom cannot sanctionan abuse, but tho reporter did not rocur to It

and the interview ended. If the commissioner of
Public Works is not aware of tho abuse of builders',
privileges all over the island then the public are
wiser and sadder than he.

SHIPPING INTERESTS.
The Committee on Pilotage Abusea, appointed by

thn Maritime) Association, met yesterday at No. 113
Pearl street, with Mr. Wtlliain K. liaruoa in the
chair. Messrs. Miller, Ward and Dagget, the committeeappointed to aocure proper counsel (or tho
purpose of framing a new ptlotago act for presentationto the Legislature aud to represent the shipping
Interests of this port at Albany and Washington, in
their war againat the prosont pilotage aystom, r^
ported that counsel should bo ongaged. They wero
instructod to employ Mr. W. W. Goodrich, if they
deemed It advisable to do so. Tlio secretary reportedthat 10,000 pamphlets, reolting the grievances
of incrcbants and shipowners and their unsuccessful
efforts to obtain a proper reduction in pilotago
charges, weru ready for distribution and would be
Hunt at once to tho differout maritime cities of the
Unttod States. Uo stated tuat he had forwardod circularsto forty shipping tirms in different seaboard
cities, asking their co-operation in obtaining necessaryreforms. Tho committee adjourned until Tueadsynext.
Tho lioard of l'ilot Commissioners met yesterday

and Adjourned tho hearing of the complaints made
against tho pilots of the aleam pilot boat lferouloa
for one week. The fine or 910, Imposed on the ship
Nevada for (lumping sunn into the Kast llivei^ was
remitted, the captain of tho vessel having given a

proper explanation of the matter. A complaint was
received on December 111 that a caunl boat ladon witli
slack lime wua lying sunk -across tho slip at tho foot
of Van Dyke street, Brooklyn, preventing tho furtheruse of that bulkhead, aud the Hoard was roijuostedto havo tho same removed. Inspector Conway,who hud examined into tho condition of tho
suuken boat, roported that ho had loaruod from a
reliable sourco that the complainant whs thoowuer
of tho cargo, and that he placed her in tho position
whore she now lies, knowing at tho time that there
was not sufficient water to Hoat her at low tide.
After grounding, the inauector says, she commenced
leaking, and this oauaed her preasut condition.


